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The Voice of the People since 2012

An identity number mix up at the
Department of Home Affairs has

left an Ext 7b mother without
identity document, preventing her
from working, accessing basic
services or registering her children
propetrly.

Julia Mokoena was informed that her 1D
number is linked to another individual in
the Home Affairs system - this problem
has effectively erased her legal identity.
As a result, she is currently unemployed
and not receiving any social grant.
Mokoena told @FRE “| feel like | do not
exist in my own country. | cannot work,
access assistance, or register my own
children properly because of a mistake
that is not mine. My children are suffering
because of this.” The error has also
affected her two children, who do not
have birth cerificates.

One of the children is living with autism
and requires special care, placing further
strain on family.

KMHORR PACKET
SOUPS ASSTD 500

BENNY CHICKEM TAISA

Tel: (011) 850 1160 | Email: orangefarmnews@yahoo.com | Website: orangefarmnews.co.za

Home Affairs blunder leaves
Ext 7b mother stranded

“As a mother, it breaks me to see my
child needing special care while | am
blocked by paperwork. All | want is for
this mistake to be fixed so | can stand on
my own and take care of my family.”

She added.

According to our research, the case
come amongst ongoing challenges within
DHA. As of late 2025, Minister Leon
Schreiber, revealed that the Department
is dealing with a backlog of over 4.4
millicn cases related to documentation
and system issues. As a result, this ID
number duplication placed the family
under serious financial and emotional
strain.

@A contacted the DHA's spokesperson,
David Hlabane, for comment and clarity
as a way forward for this family,

At time of press, he had still not
responded.

This is a developing. will continue
to monitor the matter and keep our
readers updated.
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JOHANNE 1
Lentswe le
entsweng nama

Bishop Bafana Mollo
0B7 851 4594 | 076 851 4594

1. Lentswe le ne le le tshimolohong, mme
Lentswe le ne le le ho Modimo, mme
Lentswe e ne & le Modimo.

2. Le ne le le ho Modimo tshimolohang.

3. Dintho tzohle di entswe ke lona, mme
hara dintho tse leng teng, ha ho letho le
entsweng kantie ho lona.

4. Bophelo bo ne bo le ho lona, mme
bophelo e ne e le lesedi la batho.

5. Mme lesedi le kganya lefifing, mme lefifi
ha le a ka la le amohela.

6. Monna a hlaha, a romilwe ke Modimo,
lehitso la hae e le Johanne.

7. Eo a fla ho ba paki, hore a pake tsa
lesedi, bohle ba tie ba dumele ka yena.

8. E ne e se yena lesedi, empaone a
romilwe hore a tle ho paka tsa lesedi.

9. E ne e le lona lesedi la nnete, le
bonesetsang motho & mong le & mong ya
hlahang lefatsheng.

10. Le ne le le lefatsheng, mme lefatshe le
hlahile ka lona, mme lefatshe ha le a ka la
le tseba.

11. Le ne le tle habo lona, mme ba habo
lona ha ba ka ba le amohela.

12. Empa bohle ba le amohetseng, le ba

Irgmee Farm IETICTUEDS

neile tokelo ya ho ba bana ba Modimo, e
leng ba dumelang lebitso la lona;

13. ba sa kang ba tswalwa ke madi, leha
& le ka ho rata ha nama, Ileha e le ka ho
rata ha monna, ba mpa ba tswetswe ke
Modimo.

14. Lentswe le ne le etswe nama, mme la
aha hara rona le tletse mohau le nnete,
mme re bohile kganya ya lona, e kang
kganya ya Mora a nnotshi ya tswang ho
Miate,

15. Johanne o mo pakile; a phahamisa
lentswe, a re: Ke yena eo ke neng ke
mmolela, ha ke re: Ya tlang kamorao ho
nna, o moholo ho nna, kahobane a ne a le
pele ho nna.

16. Mme re amohetse bohle mohau hodima
mohau, ho tletseng ho yena.

17. Hobane molao o neilwe ka Moshe,
mohau le nnete di hlahisitswe ka Jesu
Kreste

18. Modimo ha o a ka wa bonwa ke motho
le ka mohla o le mong, Mora a nnotshi,

ya sefubeng sa Ntate, ke yena ya re
tsebisitseng wona.

Modimo a be |le lona bohle

OMMUNITY
NoTCES

GBV Imbizo - Lawyers Against
Abuse

The GBY Imbizo by Lawyers Against
Abuse will be on 27 February at the
Multipurpose Hall, Orange Farm, starting
at 10am. Community members are invited
to attend this important engagement
focusing on gender-based violence event.
For info, call 068 680 0244 or RSVF at
mailto:boitumelo.pinkoane@iva.org.za

Then & Now Sundays returns to
Orange Farm

Music lovers are invited to Then &
MNow Sundays, a soulful cutdoor music

experience on 1 March at G-spot, Ext 6a. .

Entry is free with activities starting at 1pm
and running till late,

Spin fest in March

The Art of Spinning event will take place
on ¥ March at Orange Farm Spin City,
near Isikhumbuzo Secondary School,
Ext 2. The event will feature spinning
showcases and dance entertainment,
including the Battle of the Tag Teams.
For partnerships, sponsorships, or
collaborations, call 072 755 3420,

Ghetto dreams -
Matice is hereby given that Ghetto
Dreams: Espantsuleni, presented by

Espantsuleni event

Tsaka Kasi, will take place on 4 April.

The event will feature a vibrant showecase
of kasi culture and entertainment, with

a special performance by Keabetswe A
Molaba. Ticket prices are R20 (Phase 1),
R40 (Phase 2), and RE0 at the gate. For
info, call 065 576 5153.

Free surgery for children with
bilateral cleft lip and palate
Parents and guardians of children living
with bilateral cleft lip and palate are
informed that free corrective surgery will
be available in May. Families who would
like their children to benefit from this
opportunity are encouraged to call Gloria
on 071 280 7297.

These notices are free. Please
WhatsApp OFN on 062 500 9985 to
be featured.

Umndeni umangele
ngemva kokuthola

itshe lesikhumbuzo

ethuneni lomfowabo

TR

ePhomolong

Umndeni wakwaMtshali usale umangele futhi udangele
ngemuva kokuthola itshe lesikhumbuzo elinegama
elingelona ethuneni lomfowabo ePhomolong Cemetery
ePoortjie, e-Orange Farm.

LStanley Mishali, wangcwatshwa ngo-2010 ethuneni

J147 eduze kwaseDrieziek 5. Ngokusho komndeni,
babuyela emathuneni ngo-2021 ngenhloso yokufaka itshe
lesikhumbuzo, kodwa bathola ukuthi sekukhona elinye
itshe elibhalwe igama likaMaggie Sesi Kibi (28 ku-Mbasa
1953 - 04 ku-Nhlolanja 2011) kulelo thuna elifanayo.
UNombulelo Mishali, udade kamufi, uthe ukutholakala
kwalelitshe kubashagise kakhulu. “Samngowaba
umfowethu lapha ngo-2010, manje sekukhona elinye
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LGE 2026: Register online to exercise your right!

Residents of Orange Farm and surrounding
areas are urged to register online for the
upcoming Local Government Elections.

The Independent Electoral Commission (IEC)
opened the system for eligible South African
citizens on 8 February.

The IEC says all eligible South African citizens
aged 16 and older can register online, and those
18 and older will be able to vote in the elections

kwamarekhodi kanye nokwengamela ePhomolong
Cemetery. Umndeni wakwahltshali uthemba ukuthi
lolu daba luzoxazululwa maduze, futhi ucele usizo
emphakathini ekutholeni umndeni wakwakibi ukuze
kucaciswe kahle ukuthi kwenzekeni.

Tl'tE 1ﬂmh’$tﬂl‘lﬂ dusmvered dunng tl‘l& famlly's wslt beanng
different name than their loved one

later this year. To register, residents must bring a
valid green barcoded |10 book, smart ID card, or
South African passport. Officials will check the 1D
and capture personal details.

Peaple can register anline through the IEC
portal, at local municipal offices, or at special

|EC stations during registration drives. Online
registration remains open until the official election
date is proclaimed.

The IEC also encourages residents to check their
registration status and make sure their details are
correct so they are ready to vote.

For more information, registration station
locations, or to check your registration
status, residents can contact the IEC call
centre at 0800 11 8000, WhatsApp 0600 11
8000, or visit the [EC website:
htips:/fwww.elections.org.za.

ImegesEs

SOUTH AFRICA
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Roots

donates 100 school

Eyethu Mall s Roots Butchery steps in to empower Lesedn La Kreste for this academnc year

anzeFarm )

bags to learners in need

Learners at Lesedi La Kreste Anglican Primary
received 100 school bags from Roots Orange Farm
Eyethu Mall on 20 February, offering vital support to
children from disadvantaged families.
The donation was formally acknowledged by the school's
M principal, ME Mokgatle, who thanked the company for
i assisting learners in need. The contribution is expected to
Y case the financial burden on families and ensure pupils
| are equipped for the academic year. Rools Supervisaor,
Angelina Nhlanhla said the initiative reflects the company’s
commitment to community upliftment. “Education is the
il foundation of a better future. As Rools, we believe in
supporting our communities and ensuring that learners have
the basic tools they need to succeed,” she said.

increasingly important as rising food prices pressure households

Bold Intouch mltlatwe strengthens household food security

Kits being prepared for beneficiaries as backyard food gardens targeted become

A practical agricultural support initiative in Orange Farm is helping
95 households improve food security through backyard gardens.
On 2 February, participants in the Intouch Youth Development

and Community Justice programme received essential gardening
tools and inputs, including manure, seeds, a rake, watering can,
fork, spade, and hoe, thanks to support from the Department of
Agriculture.

According to Ronald Kapaso of Intouch Youth Development, the
programme focuses on long-term empowerment rather than one-
off food parcels. “When families are equipped with the right tools
and knowledge, they can feed themselves with dignity and build
sustainable livelihoods,” he said.

By providing tools and training in organic farming practices, the
programme aims to improve soil health, protect the environment,
and enable participants to grow vegetables for home consumption
and potentially generate small income from surplus produce.
Beneficiaries say access to basic equipment has made gardening
more manageable and productive.

Rachel Mabaso from Ext4 explained : “l will start planting so that
we can chase away hunger and encourage others to grow their own
food."” Vuyiswa Mfobo added: “We truly appreciate the service we
received — thank you.”

Intouch remains committed to expanding practical skills training
and encourages residents to visit the farm, learn organic farming
skills, or join the programme. Interested in joining the programme?
Contact Intouch’s Ronald Kapaso on 076 808 1214.
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Serious crimes rise in Orange Farm despite drop in murder

Orange Farm recorded 106 community

reported at police stations nationwide.

reported serious crimes between October and
December 2025, according to the latest
third-guarter figures by SAPS on 20 February.
The statistics, covering the 2025/2026 financial
year's third quarter, measure 17 priority offences

Across South Africa, police logged 385 936 senous
crimes, reflecting a 6,2% decrease compared to
the same period last year. Contact crimes - which

include murder, attempted murder and sexual
offences - accounted for 175 210 cases nation
Locally, the picture is mixed. While the overall
murders dropped significantly from 69 to 36 ca

and 2 rape-related sexual offences during the

total climbed from 79 to 106 cases year-on-year,
The station further registered 8 attempted murders
three-month period. Armed robbery continues to

weigh heavily on the community. Police recorded
44 robberies with aggravating circumstances, of

which 36 were residential robberies, signalling that
households remain vulnerable. Property-related
offences included 9 burglaries at homes, 1 vehicle
theft, and a sharp spike in livestock crime, with 20
stock-theft cases reported.

Although the decline in murders may signal
progress, the increase in overall serous offences
and sustained robbery levels suggest that crime
remains an urgent challenge for Orange Farm
residents.

ally.

S8s,

Palmcal wolence sparks concern ahead of 2026 Local Government Elections

e

" Fighters march for justice in Orange Farm following fatal attack on Mphikeleh Xaba

killed, while Lucky Nkonyane, Matheza
Sithole, and Lerato Majela were injured.
The incident occurred during a Mass
Recruitment Campaign as the party
mobilises communities ahead of the 2026
Local Government Elections (LGE).

A recruitment drive by the Economic
Freedom Fighters (EFF) in Ward 1,
Orange Farm turned deadly on 14
February when two men opened fire on
attendees.

One member, Mphikeleli Xaba, was

members and on democratic fre

the South African Police Service

The EFF in Gauteng condemned the
shooting, calling it an attack on its

including freedom of association and
political expression. The party calls on

and the Johannesburg Metropolitan
Police Department (JMPD) to identify and
apprehend those responsible.

The @ dzemm extends condolences

to the Xaba family and wishes a full
recovery to the injured members.

edoms,

(SAPS)

Disciplinary process
underway at Aha Thuto
following stabbing of
Grade 9 learner

The entrance of the school where stakeholders are
calling for strengthened safety measures

A violent incident at Aha Thuto Secondary on 12 February
which left a Grade 9 learner injured after being stabbed,
prompted a swift response from education authorities.

The Gauteng Department of Education (GDE) said the parents
were immediately contacted and the injured leamer was taken
to a nearby clinic and later discharged. The alleged perpetrator
was placed on suspension and a suspension lefter was served
to the parent on 13 February. Disciplinary proceedings led by the
school's Disciplinary Committee are scheduled to commence on
24 February, where an appropriate sanction will be recommended.
The school's Disciplinary Committee will begin proceedings on
24 February to recommend an appropriate sanction.

GDE spokesperson, Steve Mabona, condemned the incident
and emphasised the department’s commitment to maintaining
discipline in schools.

“We strongly condemn any acts of misconduct which seek to
undermine the dignity of our learning institutions. Schools are
urged to enforce their codes of conduct to deal with disciplinary
rmatters. The Department continues to appeal to parents to

work closely with schools to instil discipline and respect among
learners,” he said.

GDE also dispatched its Psycho-Social Support team to counsel
affected learners and staff.
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Facilitators create a safe space for learners to speak out, ask questmns and share

real-life experiences at sch

Vumane Projects tackle teenage pregnancy,
bullying and unsafe sex at local schools

Learners at Siyaphambili and Vulanindlela
Secondary schools received crucial guidance
as Vumane Projects visited the schools this
month to raise awareness on teenage pregnancy,
bullying and the dangers of unprotected sex.
During workshops and interactive sessions,
facilitators educated students on the risks of
unsafe behavior, the importance of consent and
ways to seek help when facing peer pressure
or harassment. Vumane's Esther Denge told
@A “Teenagers face many challenges today

ools in Ext 2 earlier this month

and knowledge is their best defence. We aim

to empower learners to make safe, informed
choices and build supportive relationships.”
School staff welcomed the program, noting that
community initiatives like this are essential in
equipping youth to navigate complex social and
personal issues.

Vumane Projects says the campaign is part of
ongoing efforts to raise awareness and empower
youth with the information they need to make
responsible choices.

SAPS destrnys over 13 800 firearms in Vanderbijlpark

Image: SAPS

A significant step in curbing gun-related
crime as weapons are permanently
removed from circulation

On 19 February, the South African Police Service
{SAPS) carried out the destruction of more than

13 859 firearms and firearm parts in a high-profile
event in Vanderbijlpark, Sedibeng.

The firearms and parts destroyed during the process were
collected through policing operations across the country
and subsequently forfeited to the State. In addition, a
number of firearms were violuntarily surrendered by
members of the public in ongeoing efforts to promote
community safety. The Sedibeng District Commissioner,
Major General Adelaide Mukwevho, presided over

the official destruction process, alongside Brigadier
MNonhlanhla Sikhakhane, Acting Component Head for
Firearm, Liguor and Second-Hand Goods (FLASH), and
senior SAPS management. This marks the second firearm
destruction process of the 2025/2026 financial year. Over
the past seven years, SAPS has destroyed a total of

305 934 firearms, demonstrating the service's continued
commitment to reducing the circulation of illegal and
unwanted firearms in the country, “Each firearm destroyed
represents a potential life saved and a step towards a
safer South Africa,” said SAPS



OrangeFarm G
On 12 Feb S, i C ity Devel t Project
STI and Condom Week marked (cor nostedan s1iand Condom campaign eventin Orange
Farm Ext 3.
in Orange Farm

The initiative provided residents with free screenings,
testing, and professional support in a friendly and accessible
e~~~ swayy Setting.
B Services included HIV testing and counsealling, blood

P -_1'"-:,.5_— e PTESSUTE and blood glucose checks, TB screening, Pap

smears, de-worming, vitamin supplements, PrEP and ART

initiation, and youth-focused programmes - promoting early
detection, prevention, and overall wellbeing.

Nomsa Sibaya, Project Manager at Sizanani CDP, told GFif
“Events like this give our community essential access to
health services and education in one place.”
The initiative was supported by Stretford CHC, Barney
Molokoane Clinic, Afia Tai, Jozi lhlomile, Tiko, Isizinda
Sempilo, Isigocu Sabomama, Empowerment Hub, and the
Solly Mkhabela Foundation, with Councillor Makhosi Ndlela
also attending. Participants received refreshments and
bread to take home, generously provided by Tiko, AA Super
S0, and Total Garage. Sibaya said: “We are grateful to our
sponsors for making this event possible.”
Sizanani CDP says the initiative reflects a growing
commitment to bringing preventative care and sexual health
awareness to the community.

Sancah School Tour delwers 500+ school shoes to Leshata

On 23 February, local dancer and event organiser, Sanele

Sancah, donated over 500 school shoe to Leshata Secondary

learners as part of his 5ancah School Tour.

The Lakeside Ext 5 resident , popularly known as Tom on TikTok,

made the donation after his visit to the sche

Sancah told @ “The love and support we received from the

leamers and staff "'as overwhelming. It touched my heart and
mrnunity‘ is 50 |rr'|r:o:rr:mt 0

saying it .:'-.lll :
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B|OSUODPEN BMININ 1S3 :ﬁ_euu'

back and spr love,” he sald.
The Sancah School Tour is open for bookings. For enguiries or to
support the initiative, contact 074 512 2845,
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Imbali Combined School Shines at
Educators Awards Ceremony

Imbali Combined School proudly celebrated excellence at
the Educators Awards Ceremony held in Ennerdale on

7 February 2026 at 15h00. The Johannesburg South District
{0M) recognised and honoured schools that demonstrated
outstanding academic performance and commitment to
guality education. Imbali Combined School was awarded a
prestigious Gold Certificate for its exceptional
achievements. Adding to the school's success,

Ms Xulu, the Tourism Educator, was recognised
among the top-performing educators after achieving
an outstanding 100% pass rate in her subject.

! Congratulations to Imbali Combined School and

y its dedicated staff for their hard work and
commitment to excellence.,

WELL DONE - 81% Bachelor Pass, 15% Diploma Pass
and 4% Higher Certificate Pass.

o
Tel: 011 850 1125 | Cell: 082 341 TﬁEIEI | High School Cell: 061 544 0454

Email: info@imbalischool.co.za | Website: www.imbalischool.co.za |
2156 Extension 1, Orange Farm, 1805
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Orange Farm queen claims the
victory to speak out against GBV

Pearl crowned
Face of GBV
Gauteng 2026

On 7 February, Pearl Zwane (22), from
Orange Farm Ext 1, was titled Face of
GBV Gauteng 2026 at a pageant held
in Krugersdorp.

Competing against numerous contestants
from across the province, Pearl stood
out and claimed the title. The event
showcased young women passionate
about making a difference in their
communities. Describing herself as
determined and ambitious, Pearl

sees pageantry as a stepping stone
toward her dreams. "Being crowned
Face of GBY Gauteng 2026 comes

with great responsibility. This fitle

gives me a platform to speak oul and
raise awareness aboul gender-based
violence, which continues to affect many
of our communities. | am committed to
using my voice to educate, inspire and
support initiatives that promote safety,
empowerment and positive change,”
she said. Pearl says she hopes her
achievemeant will encourage other young
women in Orange Farm to pursue their
aspirations confidently, regardless

of obstacles. She believes that with
dedication and self-belief.

Music Meets Kindness: Sugar Mr

Note’s Twoman Fundraising Show

Vincent Molopyane, popularly
known as Sugar Mr Note - a rapper,
songwriter, D.J, photographer, and
MC - will be hosting a two man
fundraising show on 2 May in
collaboration with Veestone.

The event will follow a donation-based
entry system, where attendees are
encouraged to bring sanitary pads,
clothing, or any essential items to
support those in need.

“We want people to see the
entertainment industry as a source

of hope. Everyone is encouraged to
donate whatever they can, because
no contribution is too small - every
danation can help make a meaningful
difference.”

The initiative aims to use music as a
platform to give back to the community
while promoting collective generosity
through entertainment.

The public is invited to connect with
him through his social media platforms:
Facebook: @SugaritateNote

TikTok: @sugarmmaote

Stepping Razor, real name John
Gxamtwana, invites music lovers fo a
free open mic sessions at Emapalini,
Orange Farm Ext 1 on 1 March and 3
May.

The events are part of the promotion for
his debut album, Out of Nothing which was
released on 7 November under Seven's
Clash Production. The album blends reggae
with indigenous instruments like marimba
and drums, highlighting Stepping Razor's
talent as a musician, writer and community

Fl
]
=)
)
Ty Y
Gy
o
B
=

ELIEM

Stepping
Razor to host
free open
mic sessions
to push
debut album

facilitator,

He said: “This album reflects my journey,
my roats, and my love for music, | want
people to feel the vibe, connect with the
rhythms and express themselves freely
during the open mic sessions.”

Fans can stream the album on Spotify,
Apple Music and YouTube. The platforms
also have a catalogue of his recorded and
live performances. Besides music, he also
founded Stepping Razor Foundation to
empower others through music

Thabo Melato, better known by his
stage name Thabo Splash, is the hip-
hop talent putting Orange Farm Ext 2
on the music map.

He has been creating music since he was
11 and performing live by age 12, inspired
by artists such as Pro Kid, Skwatta Kamp,
and Eminem.

Splash is currently promoting his new

Thabo Splash drops music video
ahead of upcoming album

music video on YouTube titled “Wena",
featuring Blade Rizzlar. Released just
three days ago, the video has already
amassed 130 views, with the artist
thanking his followers for their support
from day one.

Fans can also look forward to his
upcoming album, ‘| Had to Believe.”
Owver the years, Thabo Splash has
performed across Soweto, including
Jabulani, Molapo, Orlando West, and
various venues in Orange Farm such as
Gawuloz, Edladleni Pub, Den Pine, and
Zeus in Ext 9. He has also appeared on
Thetha FM alongside D.J Ob Gwala and
shared the stage with top artists like Big
Zulu, Siya Shezi, Manash, Skallkwest,
Fever, Molly, and Maths.

Among his past releases is the YouTube
track “Hip Hop on the Streets”, featuring
Master M, King B, Skallkwest, and

Blaki Chan, as well as the fan-favorite
“Abondaba Zabantu®, which has over 700
views online,

Beyond performing, Thabo Splash runs
a recording label, helping local artists
achieve their dreams. He also produces
podcasts, including Amalinda, The
Kindness Circle, and Nazareth of God TV,
aiving a platform to emerging talent and
community stories. Fans can reach him
on Facebook: Thabo Splash.

Usuku lothando Iulethe m]abulo nezeluleko zezempilo kubogogo baseMasukhulenl
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The Masikhuleni Senior Citizens

Club hosted its Sharing and Caring
Celebration on 18 February at Orange
Farm Ext 4, bringing together elderly
residents for a day of love, unity, and
wellness.

Founded just three weeks ago by
MNomasonto Maria Cindi and Ruth Wilson,
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Orange Farm gogo’s enjoy Valentine’s Day with health tips and fun

the club provides a supportive space for

seniors to socialise, enjoy light exercise,
and focus on their wellbeing. The group
collaborates with Meals on Wheels to
promote health among elders.

Despite having no formal sponsors,

the event was made possible through
contributions from Yusi Gama, Jabu

Mdebele, Lindeni Dhiamini, Daniel from a
local tuck shop, Bhumba from a salon, and
fellow community gogos.

Speakers included a City of Johannesburg
representative, Thumeka, health products
specialist Sister Khoadi, and Mom Gloria,
who addressed the seniors. The executive
committee and chef team were also

recognised for their role in the event’'s
SUCCESS.

“We sincerely thank everyone who
contributed, supported, and attended our
celebration. Your generosity made this day
special for all of us,” said Cindi. "May the
good Lord give us strength and help the
Masikhuleni Club grow,” she added.
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Letterto
the Editor
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Reblocking,
No Vote”

Jabu Botman

The Minister of Social Development, Nokuzola Sisisi
Tolashe, has published draft amendments to the SRD
regulations in the Government Gazette to extend the
R370 COVID-19 Social Relief of Distress (SRD) grant
for another year.

The monthly grant which provides a lifeline to
millions of unemployed and low-income citizens was
originally scheduled to end on 31 March 2026 was
continued by President Cyril Ramaphosa when he
said it will continue from 1 April 2026 until 31 March
2027 during his State of the Nation Address (SONA)
last week.

President Ramaphosa said: “Since it was introduced
during COVID-19, the Social Relief of Distress

Grant has kept millions of South Africans out of
food poverty. As a transformative instrument to
improve the lives of the poorest and most vulnerable
people, this grant will be continued. This year, we

Dear Editor

Last month, we as residents of Mountain View
Ext and other informal settlements in Ward 6
reached a breaking point.

For years, we ha listened to promises of
development have come and go, carried on the
wind of election campaigns and disappearing just as
quickly once baliots were counted

Mountain View Extension, Tjovitjio and neighbouring
informal settlements we remain to live without proper
reblocking, reliable access to water and adequate
electricity infrastructure. Both previous and current
clirs have failed to address these longstanding
concerns. As residents we feel we are only visible
during election season - counted as votes, but not
served as constituents. That is why the message
echoing across Ward 6 is clear and direct: "No
reblocking, no vote.”

We have all agreed that if government does not
implement reblocking in our area by 6 July, political
parties will not be allowed to campaign within our
affected area. This is not about supporting any
political party. It is a unified stance from community
who feel sidelined by successive administrations
We have sent a pelition outlining our grievances to
multiple government structures, including the Office
of the Premier. At its core, our demoand is simple:
formal reblocking processes and the provision of
basic services - water and electricity- for all informal
settlements in Ward 6. We want to make one: our
frustration must not be turned inward. As residents
of ward & informal settlement, we have urged one
another to remain united, Our struggle is not with our
neighbours - it is with the public officials and service
provider who we believe have failed to fulfil their
responsibilities to us, The message we continue to
share among ourselves is simple: solidarity among
residents and firm accountability for those elected
and appointed to serve our community. We are

not asking for equitable service delivery and to be
recognised as full participants in local governance
Far us dignity begins with infrastructure. We can not
speak of freedom when basic services are absent.
With July approaching, tensions remains high in our
community. But our position is clear. Until we see
visible and concrete steps taken toward reblocking
and the provision of essential service, political
campaigning in cur communities will be met with
resistance. We stand united - not against each other
- but in our demand to be seen heard and served,
Jabu Botman, Mountain View Ext chairperson
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Benjamin Sefuli (68) has been without

proper shelter since 2023 after demolishing his shack
for an RDP housing project that was never completed in
Drieziek 3.

Sefuli has lived without a roof over his head for nearly three
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R370 SRD grant to continue for another year

Benjamin stands outside |"II$ unfinished RDP house,

FRESH FRUITS & VEGETABLES EVERY WEDNESDAY!

#Freshness #Affordable #Convienient
g

will redesign the grant to more effectively support
livelihoods, skills development, work opportunities
and productive activity."

The published draft amendments are open for public
comment allowing individuals and organisations to
provide input before they are finalized.

“This extension is critical for many South Africans
who continue to face financial challenges. We
encourage the public to review the draft requlations
and submit their comments to ensure the programme
continues to serve those who need it most,” said
Minister Tolashe.

Written comments on the draft amendments to the
Regulations must be submitted within 21 days from
the date of publication, which is 11 February 2026.

Comments can be forwarded to:

Postal Address: Dr Maureen Mogotsi
Chief Director: Social Assistance

The Department of Social Development
Private Bag X301

Pretoria, 0001

Physical Address: Dr Maureen Mogotsi
Chief Directorate: Social Assistance
134 Pretorius Street

HSRC Building

Pretoria, 0001

Alternatively, written comments may be submitted by
email to: SAREGS@dsd.gov.za

Image: Dreamstime

UMkhulu ushiyeke engenalo uphahla ngenxa
yephrojekthi ye-RDP engakapheleli eDrieziek

L ey
e N

where he has been living in harsh condition for years

years - a situation worsened by the current rainy weather. He
also has no furniture or basic necessilies.

Community members are appealing for donations of building
materials, roofing supplies and household essentials,

For any assistance contact Khonzaphi Mbele : 060 679 1073
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From trials to triumph: Evaton West teen joins Kaizer
Chiefs 2026 team

A 13-year-old footballer from Evaton West, Vusi Radebe, has ; e ' et
secured a place in the 2026 junior squad of Kaizer Chiefs after ; M s .
overcoming administrative setbacks that initially cost him a Little stars take the spotlight at Raphela Grounds

contract.

Vusi, who b 1 i ith Amakh 2024, first identified 1

o e i | Orange Farm United shine
d identity d t. A | , h d f ial d d Y o

ﬁins Slps:rtlty ocument. A year later, he returned for trials and earne re = S EaS‘@ n r “ a m e n t

According to his former coach, Tebogo “Tede™ Nxayi of Vaal Manikiniki

5 i Excitement filled Raphela Grounds as young where Orange Farm United held their nerve to win 4-2
Foothall Academy, Vusi's journey reflects dedication, development, . ; g
e i . P S footballers showcased their talent during the U17 and  and lift the U111 trophy, Action Sports Club also secured
and persaverance. “It's a milestone not just for him but for the entire g . ’ : :
U13 Pre-Season Tournament organised by Orange a 4-2 panalty win against United Future Stars in another
development structure. Qur goal is to produce future stars who can E United and Action Sports Club el tested tch
compete professionally,” he said. Vusi started playing football at age bl ARG AEROn Sphets LA, : Gy SOMESRC RNEN.
: R : Six competitive development teams from the community Speaking to @AM Crange Farm United coach
six and joined Vaal Manikiniki Football Academy in 2020. Coach Tede ; ; : G
. - ) : ; i - including United Future Stars, PS Future, Gunners FC, Sinethemba Zondo praised his players for their resilience.
expressed hope to build stronger ties with elite academies to provide ; y
i g . and Revemb FC - competed in youth football, I am very proud of the boys. We went a goal down but
more exposure cpportunities for young talent through friendlies and e ;
: & M The highlight was the U11 final between Orange Farm showed great character to come back and equalise.
collaborations. Vusi's father, John Tsoakae Radebe, said: "l feel 4 : EEhsh : . '
United and Action Sports Club. Winning on penalties shows their mental strength. This
honoured. | always prayed for him to break the barriers | could not . :
Orange Farm United came from a goal down to level the teurnament was important for building confidence ahead

duri laying days.” ; ; .
WIING MY PIRKING. Hays score 1-1 in regulation time. The match went to penalties,  of the season,” he said,
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Mild Steel Tubing,
Bars, Angles,
Sheets, Palisades,
Ornamental Tubes,

Lazer cut sheets available! Punched Sheets, Slats,
Roof Sheeting, Multiwall Sheeting,
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Mescafe
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Capuccino
Assorted 10s
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CORN FLAKES

TGASTRD BORIEN BEREAL FLAKES
ACTIVE -

P CHOCOLATE
ati  FLAVOUR

Kellogg's Corn White Star Instant Porridge ke == Magai
Flakes 750g Assorted kg Each ' 2 Minute Noodles
Assorted 5x 68g

" LIGHT MEAT
= { SHREDDED TUNA _
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no name Tuna Shmddad
In Salt Water170g

Knorr Aromat Trio Pack

Assorted 400g Assorted 200g Each
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Melrose Cheese Yum Yum

Rhodes Jam

Peanut Butter
Sunarfine Apricat Spread Assorted Thokoman Peanut PnP Beetroot Grated
upe Bﬂmbg pric 400g Each 4%505‘:"9 g:gh Butter Smooth kg or Sliced 780g Each
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MNestle Tex Chocolate,
Bar One, Smarties 40-45q

Cadbury Dairy Milk or Kit Kat 4 Finger

Slabs Assorted 150g

no name Marie

Pink & White Biscuits 150g

Mallows 150g

Cheetos Puffs Savoury Snacks
Assorted 100g

Oreo Cookies

Romany Assorted 128.8g

{C:r:eamé or . nE name Iﬁgm
-Hits m
A:si:lrtéd caiss ? - - Trotters
200q Each Jelly
Og Assorted
40g

Coca Cola Zerg,

Light or No Sugar
Mo Caffeine, Fanta,

Sprite or Stoney Ginger

rZero Flavoured . y
" Rhodes 100% Fruit Juice  Carbonated SoftDrink  Brookes Oros Squash Aguelle Water Mineral Still
Simba Potato Chips SimbaNiknoks Cheese ~ MonsterEnerguDrink  papUhtCustard  BlendAssortedilie  Assorted 225litre  Assorted2LitreEach 5 Litre
Assorted 120g Snack Assorted 135g Assorted 500 Carton ILitre

Prices Valid 25 February - 8 March 2026 EIC’( n Eal_-l Q&Ialisave
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Colgate R

ular Gel, Herbal, Herbal White
mH:rba’Eng

t Toathpaste 100m| Each

Always Maxi or Ultra
Pads Assorved 7-10s

Maatlé Nastum Bal Mestlé Cerclac Baby Corpal
L‘nrnlﬁ-s:cur‘wdm Asported 200 Each

Clere Hand & Body Lotion or Cream Dawn Body Lotion or Crgam
Aszorted 300/400m] Each Azsorted 200m| Each

Lux or hfemug Soa%.numod

ﬂ

Shipld Aol -gn .
~@— | MiveaRoll On As d 50 Stayfree Maxi Thick Hotex Maxi Pads  *
Vaseline Biue Seal Petroleum Jelly . Azsorted 50ml :g,m;mim Pods Assarted 8-10s0r  Assorted Bs- 10sor &

Assarted 250ml Esch 3 senaa | Each Pantyliners 20s Each Pantylingrs 20s Each §

HOUSEHOLD

AlrScents
Air Freshner
Assorted
3x200ml
Banded Pack

Jil Bleach
Agsorbed
A5 Litre Each

UHEEATABLE
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Domastos Multipurpose
Handy Andy All Purpose Cream
Cleaner Assored T50ml Thick Bleach Assarted 7509

Agsarted

Muq.&utnwa:-ﬂ'l' Powder Skg

or Liquid Laundry 1.5 Litre Eac

Sta-Soft Concentrated Fabric Softner
Assorted 500ml Refill Each
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2 PLY
TOILET TISSUE

i ? ?‘I Reguler Powder Flexi - = :
Sunlight Regula Wiashing Powder 2kg aihwu Liuid f y
efil Private Joy 1 Ply Tollet Papor : f ;
75 Lgmuuﬁgqﬂ i M Eﬂzigdah‘ln?:s Twinsaver Tollet Rolla 1Ply White 155
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