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rom Kasi to Bhakaniya
Lakeside’s Mpho Chabatsane joins Pirates

Mpho Chabatsane’s journey to
Orlando Pirates is a story rooted in
resilience and a relentless love for
football.

Chabatsane was raised in a single
parent household with three brothers
and elder sister. As the youngest,

he learned the values of discipling,
humility and hard work early in life.
He grew up first in Evaton then

later moved to Lakeside, where
football was not a luxury but a daily
rhythm of life. Chabatsane went to
Lakeside Estate Primary Schoaol and
Matriculated at New Hope Secondary
School. Speaking to OFN, he said

“] think | was about eight-years-old
when | started playing football on

the streets where we played five-a-
side with friends, later progressed to
proper games with teams. Back then,
| used to train with my brothers all
the time." At 17, he joined Meyerton
Rangers, competing in the Midvaal
Local Foolball Association's League.
After a season with the Rangers,

he joined ABC Motsepe League's
MWL AVA for the 2021/22 period.

His breakthrough came when he
was spofted by Mateme who invited
him to join JOR Stars, this move

that marked his into the Glad Africa

Championship. Chabatsane spent
three seasons honing his craft and
gaining valuable experience.

In the 2024/25 season, his career
fook ancther leap forward with a
move to Marumo Gallants in Betway
Premiership.

Orlando Firates Football Club, were
impressed with his performances and
sought his services for the 2025/26
season, signing him earlier this year.
The Club said: “We are pleased

to announce the signing of Mpho
Chabatsane, as we continue to
strengthen our squad ahead of the
resumption of the 2025/26 season.”
The Buccaneers also acknowledged
the role played by his former club:
“We commend the leadership of
Marumo Gallants for the professional
and cooperative way the transaction
was handled. We look forward to
integrating the player into the group
and believe he will add value and
healthy competition within the squad.”
Paying tribute, Marumeo Gallants
said: “We would like to thank Mpho
Chabatsane for his contribution and
hard work. We wish him well.”

@] congratulates Mpho Chabatsane
and wishes him well on this journey.

Humble beginnings: Former Marumo Gallants midfielder joins the Buccaneers
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Batho bohle balefatshe mamelang modimo leditaelo tsa hae

Bishop Bafana Mollo
067 851 4594 | 076 851 4594

Deuteronoma 28 v 43 Dihlohonolofatso
tse ishepisitsweng Baiseraele

43. Baditjhaba ba ahileng haeno ba tia
hola, ba o phahamele, haholoholo, mme
wena o tla kokobela tlasetlase. 44, Ba

tla namelwa ke wena, mme o ke ke wa
namelwa ke bona; bona e tla ba hlocho,
wena o tla ba marao.

45, Dithohako tseo kaofela di tha o hlahela,
di o phallele, di o ishware, o be o timele;
kahobane o tla be o hanne ho utlwa
lentswe la Jehova, Modimo wa hao, le ho
boloka ditaelo tsa hae le melao ya hag, eo
a o laelang yona; 46. mme dithohako tsec
di tla ba hodima hao, le hodima ditioholo
tsa hac, kamehla, e be dipontsho le
mehlolo,

47, Kahobane o tla be o sa ka wa
sebeletsa Jehova, Modimo wa hao, ka
thabo le ka pelo @ monate, ka baka la ho
atelwa ke ntho tsohle, 48. o tla sebeletsa
dira tsa hao, teeo Jehova a tla di roma ho
tla o lwantsha, o di sebeletse o lapile, o
nyorilwe, o hiobotse, o hloka ntho tsohle;
mme di tla bea joko ya tshepe molaleng wa
hao, di be di o fedise, 49, Jehova o tla lata
setjhaba se hole se getellong ya lefatshe,
se lebelo jwaloka ntsu e fofang, ho tla o
lwantsha, setjhaba seo o ke keng wa utlwa
puo ya sona, 50. sefjhaba se thata, se ke
keng sa tadima magheku ka mohau, leha e

le ho hauhela ba batjha.

51.5e tla ja katiso ya makgomo a hao,

le dijo tsa lefatshe Ia hao, o be o fele; se
ke ke sa o tlohella letho leha e le korao,
leha e le veine e ntjiha, leha e le ale, leha
e le se tswalwang ke dikgomo le dinku
tsa hao, se be se o fedise. 52. Setlao
thibella metseng yohle ya hao, marako a
hao a malelele, a matla, ao o a tshepileng
naheng yohle ya hao, a be a wele fatshe,
se tla o thibella metseng yohle ya hao
lefatsheng lohle leo Jehova, Modimo

wa hag, a o neang lona. 53, Etlare ha o
thibeletswe jwalo, mme o le tsietsing e
kgolo ya kamoo dira tsa hao di Hla o tsietsa
kateng, o tla ja se tswetsweng ke wena,
nama ya bara ba hao le ya baradi ba hao,
bao Jehova, Modimo wa hao, a o neileng
bona.

54. Monna ya ithatang, ya kgesang ka ho
fetisa hara lona, o tla tadima ka leihlo le
lebe ngwanabo, le mosadi wa sefuba sa
hae, le masala a bana ba hae, ao a sa
setseng le wona, 55. o tlatima e mong le e
mong wa bona nama ya bana ba hae bao
a tla ba ja; kahobane a se a se na letho le
salang ho yena, ka baka la ho thibelhwa,
le ho tsietswa haholo ke dira tsa hao,
metseng yohle ya hao,

Modime a be lelona bohle ba utiwileng
mantswe ana
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Clean Touch STl and Condom
Campaign

Clean Touch Administrative Services, in
partnership with the Gauteng Department
of Health will host an ST and Condom
Distribution Campaign on Wednesday,

26 February, from Sam-2pm at Ext

9, Phase 3 stop sign (opposite Palm
Springs Mall). The outreach will offer

free HIV testing and counselling, STI

and TB screening, health checks, mental
health support, health education, and
condom demonstration and distribution.
Community members are encouraged to
attend and wear a white T-shirt in support.
For more info, call or WhatsApp Xolisile
Mxumalo on 082 733 7557.

Sizanani CDP STl and Condom
Week campaign

Sizanani C.D.P will host an STl and
Condom Week Campaign on 12 February
at Ext 3, Batho Bareng/Corner Bree). The
programme starts with a 5km fun walk at
Tam, followed by heailth services from 8am
to 2pm, including HIV testing, STl and TB
screening, mental health sereening, vital
checks, and family planning services.
The theme is “Red for Valentines.”

For details, contact

072 230 0184 / 073 511 8629.

Ambitiouz Academy youth soccer
trail and summer camp

Ambitiouz Soccer will host soccer trials
and a youth summer camp from 20 to
25 February, offering young players a
platform to develop their skills and enjoy
the game. The programme is open fo boys
and girls aged & to 14, with all skill levels
welcome, and will feature professional
coaching, fun drills, team games,
tournaments, and prizes, while building
confidence, coordination, and teamwaork.
More info, call Coach Themba on

078 394 8710

Abantu Literacy League hosts
World Read Aloud Day Reading
Picnic

The Abantu Literacy League invites people
of all ages to celebrate World Read Aloud
Day on 07 February, at Orange Farm's
first Reading Picnic, a community event
aimed at promating the joy of reading and
storytelling. The venue will be announced
soon, and everyone is encouraged to
come, read aloud, and be part of what
promises to be the biggest reading event

in the south. For more info, call
073 678 9856 or email
abantuliteracyleague@gmail.com

Art of Spinning

The Art of Spinning event will take
place on ¥ March at Orange Farm Spin
City, near Isikhumbuzo Secondary
Schoal, Ext 2. The event will feature
spinning showcases, food, and dance
entertainment, including the Battle

of the Tag Teams, as we proudly
welcome participants from Belgium.
For partnerships, sponsorships, or
collaborations, call

072 755 3420,

Guptas Family Stokvel

Mandlas place presents the guptas
family stokvel on Sunday, 25
January at Mandias Place, Ext 2
Mnyamandawo. Featuring Sugar,

Mr MNote, CyaB8, Cyber, Veestone,
Mr Matee, Freshness, Bra Pat, Sir
Massive G and Tumza De Underdog.
Coolerbox RS0, Hooka RS0, Spirits
R50.

Outdoor Movie Night, Valentine's
Edition

Cutdoor Movie Night is on 14 February at
G-Spot, Ext 6a, opposite the park. Gates
open at 12pm, with the movie starting at
8pm. The event promises a relaxed picnic
atmosphere with music, food stalls, games
and entertainment. Entry is R30, including
a cooler box.

Community Donation Drive for
Orange Farm learners

Support local learners through an ongoing
Donation Drive aimed at assisling children
in need. Donations of exercise books,
pens, pencils, rulers, school bags and
school shoes are requested.

The initiative seeks to improve leaming
conditions and ease the burden on
families. Those wishing to contribute can
contact Sandile Mdluli on 068 245 9753 or
Fhilile Bongwe on 071 893 3294 for more
information.

Single & Mingle social event

Single & Mingle social gathering is

hosted on 14 February from 12pm until
late at Lehae la Bafokeng near Drieziek
5. The event is aimed at adults looking to
socialise, network and enjoy entertainment
in a fun and relaxed environment.
Entrance is R70, cocler boxes at R30.
Colour-coded tags will be used to indicate
relationship status. For more information
call 083 939 0364,

Then & Now Sundays returns to
Orange Farm

Music lovers are invited to Then &

MNow Sundays, a soulful outdoor music
experience on Sunday, 1 March at
G-Spot, Ext Ga. The event promises a
smaooth blend of imeless soul classics
and today's sounds. Entry is free, with
festivities starting at 1pm and running till
late. Community members are encouraged
to come early and enjoy a relaxed Sunday
vibe with good music and great company.

Free radio production course for
aspiring broadcasters

Timeline Radio, in partnership with
ASSITEJ South Africa, is offering a free
six-manth online Radio Production Course
for community members interested in
media and broadeasting. The course
covers both theory and practical training
and is conducted entirely online.
Interested participants can register by
scanning the QR code or contacting
069 429 8477. Further details will be
shared via the WhatsApp group.

Youth Air Quality Education
programme in Orange Farm
Intouch Youth Development will host

a Breath Well - Air Quality Education
Strategy session on 28 January, 9am, at
Stredford Clinic, Ext 2. The programme
aims to educate the community on why
air quality matters, common sources of
pollution, and how families can protect
themselves. Activities include role play,
enviranmental pledges, and practical
tips such as recycling and planting trees.
Community members are encouraged to
attend and take part in building a healthier
environment,

Matric rewrite opportunity

Learners who did not meet the
requirements in the 2025 National

Senior Certificate (NSC) examinations
are encouraged to register for the
Second Chance Matric Programme. The
pragramme allows eligible candidates

to rewrite selected subjects during the
May/June 2026 examination period and
registrations close on Friday, 06 February.
Learners are advised to visit their nearest
District Education Office or designated
education centre for registration and
assistance. This program provides
leamers with a valuable oppartunity to
improve their results and complete their
rmaftric qualification.

These notices are free. Please
WhatsApp OFN on 062 500 9985 or
email orangefarmnews@yahoo.com
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The real matric story in Orange Farm isn’t just the pass rate

Secondary (84.5%), still enabled dozens
of young people to leave school with a
recognised qualification. In Orange Farm,
this matters because schooling does not
happen in isolation. According to the Funda
Uphumelele Mational Survey, fewer than
half of South African households have
access to books beyond school textbooks,
and many learners study in homes where
adults themselves did not complete matric.
The survey shows that community-level
learning support, peer study, and schoaol-
hased intervention play a decisive role in
whether learners persist through to Grade
12. That reality is reflected in Crange Farm
schools' performance. District-level subject
data shows that Johannesburg South
achieved near-universal passes in English
First Additional Language, with History

and Geography also passing above 90%.
In practical terms, this means that almost
every Orange Farm leamer who wrote
matric was able to pass their language
subject, a key predictor of overall success,
especially in large cohorts.

The Funda Uphumelele findings help
explain why this matters. The survey shows
that learners who develop strong reading
comprehension and language confidence
are significantly more likely to pass multiple
subjects, even when resources are limited.
In Crange Farm, sustained emphasis on
reading, writing, and comprehension across
grades has helped stabilise results and
prevent widespread failure,

Subject choice has also played a role
Mathematical Literacy recorded a strong
distnct-level pass rate, enabling many
learners to meet the requirements for
Bachelor's Degrees, TVET colleges,
teaching diplomas and entry-level public-
sector training. In a community where
immediate access to work or further

study is often essential, this pathway has

When the Class of 2025 matric results
were released, Orange Farm schools
guietly delivered one of the most
important education outcomes in
Gauteng not because every school
reached 100%, but because large
numbers of learners stayed in

school, wrote matric, and passed in a
community where this has never been
guaranteed.

Orange Farm falls under Johannesburg
South District (D11), which presented just
under 4 700 full-ime matric candidates
for the 2025 National Senior Cerfificate
examinations. Of those learners, more
than 4 680 passed, placing the district
among the strongest performers in the
province. While the Department of Basic
Education does not publish leamer counts
per individual school, Orange Farm schools
make up a significant share of this total,
with most local secondary schools entering
between 120 and 300 learmers each year.
This scale is critical to understanding the
results. At Thetha Secondary, a 98.9%
pass rate franslates into nearly an entire
cohort passing matnc, Leshata Secondary's
98.3% and Thamsanga Secondary’s
95.4% results similarly represent well
over 100 learners per school completing
Grade 12 successfully. Even schools with
pass rates in the 80s, such as Orange
Farm Secondary (84.1%) and Qoga
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helped keep learners in school rather
than pushing them out through high-risk
subject combinations. At the same time,
the challenges are clear. Mathematics and
Physical Sciences remain the subjects
where Qrange Farm schools struggle
maost. District data shows that Mathematics
passed at just over 60%, and Physical
Sciences in the low 70s. In large schools,
even a small number of failures in these
subjects can significantly pull down the
overall pass rate, The Funda Uphumelele
Mational Survey highlights that numeracy
gaps begin early, often before learners
reach high school, and are compounded
by overcrowded classrooms and limited
individual support. This helps explain why
schools such as Raphela Secondary,

Aha Thuto Secondary, and Vulanindlela
Secondary hover just below the 80% mark
not because learners are disengaged,

but because structural constraints remain

unresolved. Independent schools in Orange

Farm, including Imbali Combined School
and Vutomi High School, achieved 100%

pass rates in 2025. However, these schools

typically enter much smaller cohorts, often
fewer than 30 learners, allowing for close
monitoring and rapid intervention. Their
results demonstrate what is possible under
different conditions, but they also underline
why raw pass rates alone cannot be the

sole measure of success in public schooling

contexts like Orange Farm.

Perhaps the most important figure is
not the percentage at all, but retention,
In a community facing unemployment,
household instability, and economic

pressure, Orange Farm schools succeeded

in keeping thousands of learners in the
system until matnc, and ensuring that the
overwhelming majority passed

The 2025 resuits show that Orange Farm
schools are not merely surviving, they are

Waterproofing 5L
+ Membrane

R284.99

Lip Channel

holding the line, using practical strategies
fo move large numbers of learners across
the matric finish line. The data poinis {o
clear solutions: protect and strengthen
language learning, expand Maths and
Science support without penalising schools
for offering them, and measure success by
how many learmers complete school, not
only by headline percentages.

In Crange Farm, the Class of 2025 is
proof that when schools, families, and
communities pull in the same direction,
progress is possible even under pressure.
Story by Ottis Manyoba... @Ottiszm

Editor's Note:

The Department of Basic Education
does not publish public,
school-by-school learner counts or
subject breakdowns. Learner numbers
in this article are based on official
Joburg South district data and applied
to Orange Farm schools based on
known cohort sizes. Context on
learning conditions is drawn from the
Funda Uphumelele National Survey
and used to explain patterns cbserved
in the results.

Below is the full list of how the
schools fared...

* Thetha Secondary — 98.9%

* Leshata Secondary — 98.3%

* Thamsanga Secondary = 95.4%

* Mphethi Mahlatsi Secondary = 91.3%
* Jabulile Secondary = 90.6%

* Qoga Secondary — B4.5%

* Orange Farm Secondary — 84.1%

* Aha Thuto Secondary = 79.6%

* Vulanindlela Secondary = 79.6%

* Raphela Secondary = 78.0%

* Imbali Combined School = 100%

* Yutomi High School = 100%:

« Sivaphambili Secondary = 95.2%

* Masibambane College - 89.8%
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VAAL CRASH: Driver abandons ball faces 14

GCAUTENG DEPARTMEMNT OF EDUCATION
IMALDVING MEMORY

This fatal crash has left the nation devastated, forcing authorities to tighten scholar transporter monitoring with several arrests nationwide

A 22-year-old driver, Ayanda Diudia,
appeared before the Vanderbijlpark
Magistrates' court on 22 January,

in connection with the fatal scholar
transport crash which claimed 14 lives.
The accused abandoned his bail application
and was charged with 14 counts of murder,
3 counts of attempted murder and charges
of operating a vehicle without a cerificate of

fitness. The case has been postponed to
5 March as he remains in custody.
Authorities confirmed that 12 leamers died
at the scene, two others later succumbed
to their injuries in hospital on 22 January.
The truck driver involved in the crash
escaped unharmed, while a passenger
sustained injuries and is receiving hospital
care. Police visited hospitals and the

Image: Orange Farms SAPS

Ngomhla ka-15 uMasingana,
kutholakale isidumbu sowesilisa
ongaziwa endaweni eseceleni
eKlopperskraal ePoortjie.

Amaphoyisa ase-Orange Farms (SAPS)
athe amalungu awo axhwayiswa cishe
ngo-1 emini ngumuntu obediula ngendlela
ezithele phezu kwesidumbu sowesilisa
omnyama esesibolile ensimini enotshani
obude nobuningi bezihlahla. Umufi
ubaggoke ijini elimnyama kanye nehembe
elimhiophe lohlobo we-golf elinemigga
emnyama.

Kutholakele umufi
onga2|wa ePoortjle

Police vehicles at the scene where a decomposed body of an
unidentified man was discovered

Okhulumela amphoyisa, uSgt Shaan
Motsapi, uthe: “Kuvulve idokodo
lophenyo ukuze kuphenywe ngembangela
yalesi sigameko. Sicela amalungu
omphakathi angaba nolwazi olungasiza
ekuhlonzeni umufi noma anikeze
imikhondo engasiza ophenyweni.”

MNoma ngubani onolwazi angabika
ngokungaziwa nge-MySAPS Mobile App,
ku-Crime Stop Line ku-08600 10111,
noma axhumane namaphoyisa
ase-Orange Farms ku-071 675 7234
noma ku-(011) 213 8023 / 8025 / 8026.

maortuary to verify fatalities and injuries and
are continuing investigations, gatherng
witness statements to determine the full
circumstances of the accident.

@R Our thoughts are with the families,
learners, and community affected,

and we extend our deepest condolences
to the families during this difficult time.

attend to a vehicle involved in

A suspected car hijacker was shot and
killed after an attempted hijacking in
Orange Farm Ext 7a, on 7 January.
According to Orange Farms SAPS,

the victim said, he is a local vegetable
supplier and was selling vegetables in

his vehicle when three unknown men
approached him. The armed suspects
ordered him out of his bakkie demanding
cash.

As attempted to drive away with the
vehicle, the victim drew his licensed
firearm and opened fire, fatally wounding
the suspect in the driver's seat. The other
two suspects fled the scene on foot.
Orange Farms SAPS Spokesperson
Sergeant Shaan Motsapi told OFN: “Upon
arrival at the scene, police discovered the
body of an adult male sustained multiple

Police officers and emergency services

attempted hijacking earlier this month

Hijack
victim
fights
back,
Kkills
suspect

gunshot wounds.”

Motsapi added: “the suspect was

later identified by family members and
transported to Sebokeng Forensic
Pathology Services for further
processing.”

A case of murder, carjacking, and
possession of an illegal firearm was
opened for further investigation

Orange Farms SAPS appeals to members
of the community to assist with any
information that may aid the investigation
or lead to the arrest of the remaining
suspects, Information can be provided
anonymously via the MySAPS App, Crime
Stop on 08600 10111, or by contacting
Orange Farms SAPS at (011) 213 8023

/ 8025 / B026. Crime proved fatal as the
deceased's funeral is today.

this

Five nabbed after bodies of
Andiswa and Nontokozo
found in Poortjie

SAPS has arrested five suspects

in connection with the hijacking,
Kidnapping and murder of two
young women whose bodies

were discovered in Poortjie along
Randfontein Road on 8 January.
The victims, Nontokozo Mazibuko and
Andiswa Sontangane both aged 25,
were reported missing from Evaton
on 31 December 2025 after being last
seen at the Pooe Soccer Grounds.
Following a ransom demand to one
of the victims' mother, the case

was upgraded to include hijacking
and kidnapping. Police acting on
intelligence, traced and arrested

four suspects in Evaton and a fifth

in Germiston on 13 January. An
unlicensed firearm was recovered.

Investigators also discovered the
victims® vehicle abandoned at a car
wash in Brits. The vehicle had false
number plates but retained the comect
license disc. Gauteng Provincial
Commissioner, Lieutenant General
Tommy Mthombeni, welcomed the
arrests, saying the rapid action was

a result of the coordinated efforts of
investigative teams and community
cooperation. Tshepo and Paseka
Makobashe Sive Gwinise, Thabo Dfeto
and Aute Motsapi appeared before
Vereeniging Magistrates’ Court on 15
January facing charges of kidnapping,
hijacking and murder. The accused
abandoned bail bid and opted to apply
for legal aid. They are set to appear in
court again on 25 February.

i

These w:-ung women s Iwas were cut
short after being murdered

Evidence linked to the mveﬁtlgatlc}ﬂ
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Mphethl Mahlat5| celebrate 91 3% matric success

Mphethi Mahlatsi Secondary School has recorded an
outstanding performance in the 2025 National Senior Certificate
(NSC) examinations, securing 4th place in Orange Farm with a
91.3% overall pass rate, placing the school among the area's
top-performing institutions.

According to the results released, they achieved 107 Bachelor,

85 Diploma and 29 Higher Certificate passes, showing a strong
academic foundation and improved leamer culcomes across learming
streams

School management credited the success to hard work and discipline
of learners, the dedication of teachers, and the strong support from
parents and the school community. The results show what can be
achieved through teamwork and focused teaching.

Principal, Mxolisi Peacemaker Mamkeli told @R | am extremely
happy and proud of this class. They have shown that with dedication,
discipline, and belief in oneself, anything is possible. | never
imagined we would achieve such outstanding results, but this proves
that hard work truly pays off. Let this success inspire not only these
leamers but everyone in our community to dream big and never give
up.”

The school community has extended its congratulations to the Class
of 2025, celebrating the achievement as both a personal triumph for
leamers and a proud moment for the community at large.

END JANUARY 2026

DA: Stop ignoring Tjovitjo, residents
deserve water, electricity and rights

The DA’s relentless fight for dignity in informal settlements:

The fight for service delivery continues as DA steps up

The Democratic Alliance (DA) Settlements Committee and on the
continues to fight for informal ground. In July last year, a Motion on
settlements residents across Formalising Informal Settlements was
Johannesburg. submitted to council but was ruled

Tjovitjo Settlement has long inadmissible by the GLU, leaving U m I f l O us h fy@ umn d E25Y f

been denied basic services and residents without change.

Aﬂermath of the Matlatia family house fire, leaving only burnt remains behind

formalisation, even though funding and Chronic government inaction has led to ~

laws exist to protect residents’ rights. rising tensions. The DTT Development un g en 3 l ” i.h O_! HC Ei a u 5 j z O

This neglect is causing political Task Team has threatened that if the o Lo :

tension and threatening democracy. settlement is not formalised by June, A family in Drieziek 3 was left devasted support to help EhET rebuild their lives

Through council sittings, Section political parties will be barred from after their home was destroyed in a fire .ﬁ.i.'lna Matlatla said:"Any kind of |'IE|FI

79 Committee meetings, motions, campaigning from 1 July, and voting on 20 January between Bpm and 9pm. will be greatly appreciated. The incident

and written questions, the DA has may be blocked by November. Fortunately, no.ons was &t home at the shiacked and devestated me, and a5 | am

held the Government of Local Unity e DA condeniie tiess iraabs. time of the incident and no injuries were unemployed, it will he very difficult for us to

(GLU) accountable. These are not Democracy must not be held hostage. reported. get back on our feel,” she said.

political demands — they are residents’  The party urges the Department of The fire completely gutted the house and Anna Matlatla and Masabata Mal!a!la.

constitutional rights. Human Settiements to ks availlable u:feslm‘,red aI.I hu::use.hculu:i belongings, leaving  are coordinating the app-E;I. Community

The DA has highlighted failures funds to upgrade Tjovitjo, providing the family with nothing. They are now . members who wish to assist can contact

in providing water, sanitation, water, sanitation, electricity, tenure appealing to members of the community Anngon 071 70F 1468 oF Madabeta of

and electricity, both in the Human security and dignity to its residents. for assistance, |nc:|u1;||ng dDI‘IEIt.IﬂI'IS ef food, 084 798 2632, The family's home is located
clothing, household items, or financial at 6278 Drieziek 3.

Your vote will make the difference. We're putting the
power in your hands, because our community knows best.

Scan the QR code or visit our
social media channels to cast your vote
now and be part of the decision.

For more information visit www.nyamabattle.co.za - Voting closes 5" February 2026. "Terms and Conditions Apply
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Tshepiso o ikana ho
tshehetsa bacha

Noempumelelo Tshepiso Maseti (25), from
Orange Farm Ext 1, is proof that background
does not define destiny, having risen to become
a gualified professional, content creator and
brand ambassador who now gives back to her
community.

Maseti holds a National Diploma in Ecotourism
Management and a B-Tech in Agricultural
Science. Driven by ambition from a young

age, she pursued opportunities in media and
marketing despite facing repeated rejection.
Her breakthrough came in 2020 during the
COVID-19 lockdown, when she began creating

Orange Farm through school talks, mentorship
programmes, and practical support such as

CV assistance, university registrations and job
guidance."”

“It's never about where you come from. If you
can imagine it, you can achieve it through hard
work, dedication and consistency,” she added.
Behind the success, Maseti faced serious
personal challenges, including depression and
anxiety, which resulted in a three-month hospital
stay. During her recovery, she studied Trauma
and Support Management, a turning point that
helped her heal and later support others through

content on social media. With consistency

and family support, her work gained attention,
leading to partnerships with major brands
including Avon, Adidas and Virgin Active.
Maseti, said: “My journey is driven by
persistence, not perfection. | plan to give back to

C ™
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D-Section Ga keeps
kasi hip-hop alive with
new album

Ext 2's hip-hop duo D-Section Gang, made up of
Sithembiso Mtshali and Bonginkosi “Doctor” Ndlovu, is
reaffirming its place in township hip-hop with the release
of their latest album Imijuluke Yamadoda.

Recently made its debut and is now available on all digital
platforms, the album is rooted in real-life kasi experiences,
resilience and hope. It features production from some of
Orange Farm's finest beatmakers, including Bayza Bun,
Amaora SA, Rooted, Smasher, Mafesa Boyzin and Staski. The
duo was founded in 2011 by De Ruffjiza and the late Stayela
Ermest Khumalo.

The founder of the group, De Ruffjiza, said: “Imijuluko
Yamadoda is our story as township men - the struggles, the
growth and the lessons we've learned over the years, This
album is for the kasi and everyone who still believes in real
hip-hop.”

Known for storytelling inspired by the realities of township
life, D-Section Gang uses the project to reflect maturity,
growth and consistency in their sound. Imijuluke Yamadoda
stands as a strong statement that the duo is still committed to
keeping authentic kasi hip-hop alive and relevant.

mentorship and online sessions.

She now holds multiple gualifications and
certificates in Social Media Marketing, Data

and Science Analytics, Digital Business Skills,
Trauma and Support Management, TEFL, and is
currently completing a coding course.

Chef Man Music o lokolla
lehlaso le letjha la
Lekompo “Makhelwane”

Moataki wa Lekompo wa Ext Th, Chef Man
Musie, o lokolotse pina ya hae e ntjha e bitswang
“Makhelwane,” etswile ka molao ka fa 10
Pherekgong.

Pina ena e se e gala ho hohela thokomelo ka
molaetsa wa yona o amanang le bophelo ba letsatsi
le letsatsi le modumo o matla wa kasi.
“Makhelwane” e susumeditswe ke bophelo ba
baahisani, e kopanya phetelo ya dipale ka Sesctho le
morethetho o matla wa Lekompo. Chef Man Music o
boleletse @AW a re:

“ke motho ya kgothatsang, mme mmino ke ntho eo
batho ba bangata ba hokahanang le yona. Ke ka hoo
ke ngolang dipina tse kgothatsang le tse buang ka
bophelo ba nnete.”

O galile mmino ka 2020 mme o se a lokolotse dipina
tse mmalwa tse kang “Pelo yaka e duala e thabile”
“Lekompo Nation," le “Bophelo ke challenge,”

hara tse ding, tse mo thusitseng ho aha balateli

ba bangata. O tswela pele ho sebedisa mmino ho
phahamisa seljhaba sa hae, a ntse a tshepahala
metsong ya hae ya Sesotho Lekompo. Ka ho
lokollwa ha “Makhelwvane,” balateli ba ka lebella
mming o mong hape dikgweding tse tlang.

Ego Musik

Ego Musi shines at
Timeline Radio Hip Hop
Awards

Dumisane Gamede, popular known as Ego Musik,
continues to make waves on the local hip hop scene
after a standout showing at the Timeline Radio Hip Hop
Awards.

From Ext 1, rapper earned a Certificate of Excellence after
impressing judges during the Hip Hop Cypher, a milestone
that led to a record deal and an opportunity to shoot a music
video.

Ego Musik expressed his excitement: “I've been working
towards moments like this for a long time, It motivates me to
push even harder.”

‘I had a good year, working with many arlists and producers
from Orange Farm. This award shows | am growing in the
lecal music sceneg, and fans can look forward to new music
later this year,” he added,

The award marks another step forward for Ego Musik as he
continues to grow in the local hip hop scene. Follow him on
Facebook: @ dumiMroamede
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OFLFA sets one for 2026

The Orange Farm Local Football Association (OFLFA), held a
general meeting on 18 January, with affiliated clubs to outline
key preparations for 2026 football season.
The Executive Committee confirmed that registrations for the Juniors
and Ladies Leagues are now open, set to start in February. Clubs
were urged to register on time to allow proper planning.
The meeting also confirmed that MYSASA player cards will be
compulsory for the 2026 season to improve player identification,
reduce age manipulation, and ensure fair competition
The Orange Farm Local Football Association Secretary, Patrick
Mokwena, told @ “The 2026 season is about structure, faimess,
and growth. We want all clubs to be fully prepared, properly
registered, and compliant with MYSASA requirements so that we can
protect the integrity of our leagues and continue developing football
in Orange Farm.”
‘We would like to congratulate all teams that participated in the
2025 Juniors League for successfully completing the season and
welcome twelve new teams joining the Association ahead of the new
. = campaign,” he added.
Governance matters were also discussed, including the upcoming
OFLFA Elective Congress to elect new leadership for a four-year
term, with further details to be communicated
The meeting concluded positively, with clubs urged to finalise
tions, prepare MYSASA documentation, and begin
; - o ’ e-season planning.
Az Ramblers FC coach Seun(left) and captain Xolani proudly hold their certificate Opening the season with OLFLFA Super League on 24 January

Senegal clmch title after dramatic final against Morocco

Senegal were crowned Africa Cup of Nations (AFCON)
champions on 18 January after defeating Morocco 1-0in a
dramatic and controversial final played on Sunday night, 18
January.
After a tightly contested match that remained goalless for most of
normal time, the game was thrown into chaos late on when a VAR
review led to a penalty being awarded to Morocco.
Congolese referee Jean-Jacques Ndala ruled that Senegal fullback
El Hadji Malick Diouf had pulled Morocco's Brahim Diaz inside the
penally area while defending a corner kick. The decision sparked
furious protests from Senegal's players, who temporarily walked
off the pitch, causing a 14-minute delay as tensions flared between
,;_‘ players, officials and match staff,
Senegal coach Pape Bouna Thiaw ordered his players off the
field in protest, but captain Sadio Mané eventually intervened,
persuading his teammates to return and continue the match
When the game resumed, Morocco were handed a golden chance
to take the lead. However, Diaz failed to score when the penalty
was saved by Senegal goalkeeper Edouard Mendy.
During the extra time, Senegal gained their compeosure and began
to control the game. At the 94th minute, midfielder Pape Gueye
struck the decisive goal.
The goal proved enough to secure a famous victory and another

TDP HONOURS: These AFCON champions celebrate by Ilﬂlng their trophy with pride AFCON title for Senegal,
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Exposing talent is the name of the game: These young winners lift their cup with pride as the new season commences

On 10 January, Blue Whales FC lifted 4-3 victory and clinch the title. commitment throughout the competition”. helped make this foumament a success,”
the Born to Win Tournament trophy at Crange Farm Local Football Association's He also acknowledged the role played by he added.

City Park Grounds in Ext 1 after winning  (OFLFA) secretary Patrick Mokwena told partners and supporiers in ensuring the The Bomn to Win Tournament highlighted
on penalties following a goalless draw @k “We congratulate Blue Whales on success of the event. the depth of football talent in Orange Farm,
against Young Juventus FC. winning this tournament and commend “We thank VYG for partnering with the LFA as OFLFA continues to work with partners
Blue Whales held their nerve to secure a all teams for their discipline and and Open View for their support, which o grow the game at community level,
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