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Hundreds of Drieziek 1 and 3 families continue
to endure unreliable water access. They

are calling on Joburg Water to prioritize
repairs and restore their basic right to safe,
consistent water.

This crisis has plagued these communities for
over a decade. Daily life has become a struggle,
with residents forced to trek to neighboring
Orieziek 4 just to fetch water. A frustrated resident
Tebello told @FRT “Water is a basic right. We need
it to drink, bathe, cook and flush toilets. They
must take our block back to our original pipe, then
all our problems will be solved. My block and two
others have more than 500 houses. We have
been struggling for ten years -it's not a national
issue; it's local. We are tired.” Although Jodo
tanks have been installed in Drieziek 1, residents
complain the water is unsafe for consumption.
Another resident said: “Water only comes out
from Gam to Yam, and sometimes not at all. This
has been going on for years and we demand that
JW fix this problem soon. Children are forced

to cross busy roads pushing wheelbarrows to
fetch water, which is dangerous, but they don't
have a choice.” Ward 4's Clir Simon Molefe and

(

community representatives recently visited JW's
offices to address this decade-long crisis.

JW's spokesperson Nombuseo Shabalala, told
@] “The Orange Farm water system is currently
under pressure due to very high demand. This
makes it difficult for the Daleside Pump Station

to adequately refill the Orange Farm reservair,
which often runs empty overnight. As a result,

the reservaoir is closed at night to allow recovery
so that water is available during the day. Despite
this, high-lying areas such as Drieziek 1, 3 and
Praper continue {o experience low pressure

or limited supply.” She added: “To improve the
system, the CAPEX depariment is implermenting a
series of upgrade projects, including infrastructure
upgrades, new pipelines and the rollout of prepaid
water meters across Orange Farm. To date,

about 18 463 prepaid meters have been installed,
with approximately 46 878 still planned. These
improvements aim to strengthen the network,
reduce pressure on the system and support a
more reliable water supply for all areas.”

Despite assurances the delegates received from
JW, residents insist immediate action is needed
S00M.

Eyethu Orange Farm Mall is proud
to support sport in the Orange Farm community
through sponsorship of kit and equipment
to netball and soccer teams
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Earlier this month, the Prer.ona
High Court in Palm Ridge
sentenced Evaton's Daniel Nchawe
Molefe (33) to four life terms and 25
years' imprisonment for a series of
violent crimes committed between
2019 and 2023.

Molefe received life sentences for
raping four women aged 20, 30, 32,
and 34, and additional sentences for
robbery, assault, and kidnapping, to
run concurrently with some of the life
terms. Molefe's attacks were brutal.

In 2019, he dragged a 30-year-old
woman from a bakkie, assaulted

and raped her in a bush. In 2022, he
and an accomplice assaulted and
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Taps stand frozen in time, offering no water to thirsty residents

Evaton serial rapist
sentenced to four life terms
and 25 years’ |mpr|sonment
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raped a 34—1rear-uld woman at her
home, and later that year attacked

a 20-year-old woman near a petrol
station. In 2023, he robbed and raped
a JZ2-year-old woman at a church. All
victims reported the crimes to police
and received medical, psychological,
and legal support at Kopanong
Thuthuzela Care Centre.

Despite pleading not guilty,
compelling evidence, including victim
testimonies, proved his guilt beyond
doubt. During sentencing, the court
highlighted the severity of the crimes,
Molefe's lack of remorse, and the
lasting trauma to victims, rejecting his
request for leniency.
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As 2025 ends, reflects

on our top stories

January: In late January, police in
Lakeside ExtS conducted a high-density
crime prevention operation, aresting two
suspects for illegal firearms possession.
The arrests highlighted ongoing efforts to
curb the spread of unlicensed guns in our
communities

February: Jabulile Secondary School
celebrated a proud achievement as maths
teacher, Xolani Mpisane, helped the school
secure first place in Joburg South District
for 2024 NSC Maths results among Quintile
1-3 schools. His dedication and extra
lessons showed how belief and hard work
transforms leamers’ performance.

March: Community compassion shone
through when SAPS, OFUTA and
Ackermans assisted an Orange Farm
Primary leamer in need, providing a new
uniform and shoes to a child attending
school without family support proving that it
really takes a village to raise a child.

April: Gang rivalry struck Drieziek 4,
leaving two young men dead and others
injured. Violence spilled into schools,
forcing Thetha Secondary to close
temporarily, h|ghl|ght|ng the urgent need for

FESTIVE SAFETY TIPS

The festive season is a time for
celebration, but safety should always
come first.

When leaving your home for holidays,
ensure all doors and windows are
sacurely locked, activate your alarm
system if you have one, and ask a
trusted neighbor to keep an eye on your
property. Avoid posting your travel plans
on social media until you return to reduce
the risk of burglary.

While partying, always be aware of your
surroundings and never accept drinks
from strangers. Travel in groups and plan
safe transportation options-never drink
and drive. Keep valuables like wallets,
phones and jewelry out of sight to avoid
theft.

At home, switch on timers for lights to
give the impression someone is present.
Keep emergency numbers handy:
Police - 10111, Fire - 10177,
Ambulance/Medical - 10177,

Childline - 0800 055 555,

Crime Stop Tip-Off Line - 08600 10111.
By staying vigilant and planning ahead,
you can enjoy a joyful and safe festive
season. Asiphephe kulamaholidi!

chose from platforms,
reaching over 40 748 visitors on our Website and
generating 203.4k engagements on Facebook...

community protection from gang activity.
May: Tragedy struck in Ext 7b when a
six-year-old boy died in a house fire,
underscornng ongoing fire safety nsks.

In brighter news, Extd’s Hope Khoza,
achieved her dream job as a pasiry chef
aboard a global cruise liner, proving what
passion and perseverance pays off.

June: Police and community members
rescued 12 boys from an unregistered
initiation school near Ennerdale/Lawley
and nine from Orange Farm, exposing

the dangers of unregulated schools.
Meanwhile, the RE8-million Stretford Public
Transport Facility opened in Extd, offering
a modem taxi rank, commuter parking, and
trader stalls-a boost for mobility, opportunity
and local growth,

July: Orange Farm's young golfers
impressed at Sun Valley, proving local
talent thrives when given a platform to
shine,

August: Crime continued to hit hard. A
young fruit and vegetable trader survived

a brutal attack, while arson at Qwik Food's
Link Road facility destroyed stock and
disrupted livelihoods, affecting families and

the wider community.

September: Mob justice claimed the

lives of three suspected gang members

in Drieziek 3, shocking the community:

On a lighter note, soccer star Siyabonga
Mbonge, scored the winning goal for South
Africa’s U17 side at the COSAFA U-17
Championship, putting Orange Farm on the
national football map. Also in this month,
@Y= dedication to township journalism
celebrated a major victory as this
newsroom walked off with the Nat Makasa
Community Media Award for fearless
reporting that gave voices to marginalised
communities.

October: Crange Farm moumed the
tragic loss of 26-year-old Bolt driver Bonga
Wilsile Wilsan, who was murdered after
qoing missing during a ride request. His
death has raised further safety concerns for
e-hailing drivers.

November: Orange Farm SAPS's Det.
Sgt. Makgetha Khasuli, was named District
and Mational Employee of the Year for
outstanding work in solving violent cimes.,
His dedication strengthened investigations
and community safety

our affliction!

L

By Pastor Nomsa,
Umusa Community
Development Projects

As we enter the festive season, let us reflect on a
ThE Gﬂd Wh 0 Seées scripture that reminds us that our God truly sees us,
especially in times of crisis.
Often, when facing challenges, we may feel abandoned.
But in the story of Hagar in Genesis 16:13-14, we
witness God's sovergignty and compassion. God
leaves His throne to meet a wounded, heartbroken
servant-Hagar, Sarai's maid-in the wildemess. What is
s0 humbling is that God calls Hagar by name, saying,
“Hagar, Sarai's maid.” This shows that God knows us
persanally. He knows our pain, our struggles and our
hearts. We can take comfort in this truth: no matter how
low we feel, God cares deeply for us. Similarly, we have
witnessed something remarkable in our nation. For the
first time, Africa and South Africa-successfully hosted
the G20 Summit. The world came to our land, proving
wrong those who underestimate Africa. God shows
His love and lifts nations in His perfect timing. As we
approach Christmas, whatever your situation maybe,
be courageous and comforted. Remember: He is the
God who sees, especially in imes of affliction. Wishing
everyone a Merry Christmas and a prosperous 2026.

LFA wishes community a
blessed holiday season

The Orange Farm Local Football
Association (OFLFA) wishes all teams,
coaches, match officials, supporters,
partners and the entire Orange Farm
community a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. OFLFA Super League's
chairperson, Patrick Mokwena, told GFRE
“As this festive season is celebrated,

it is important to remember the values

of family, unity and togetherness. This

pericd provides an opportunity to bond
with loved ones and create meaningful
memaories that will carry into the new
year.” Mokwena expressed gratitude to
the community for its continued support
throughout the season. "Your passion
and commitment strengthen the football
community and LFA looks forward to an
exciting and productive 2026 football
year,” he added.

Timeline Radlo crowns kings and queens of kasi hip-hop

MC X Wamapopayi had the crowd
locked in, turning the awards at
Bakgatleng Pub and Grill into a

night to remember

This year's Hip Hop Awards took place
on ¥ December at Bakgatieng Pub and
Grill in Ext 1.

Established in 2023, the awards were
created with a bold mission; to close the
gap between upcoming and mainstream
artists in South Africa, Today, they stand
as one of the most credible platforms for
empowering new talent, recognising artistic
excellence and elevating the next wave of
artists pushing to break into the industry.
Timeline Radio's Chicco Chau, told @R
“We are here to create superstars. We
want to discover new voices, nurture raw
talent and ensure that artists who deserve
recognition finally get the platform they
This year's event upheld that balance,
celebrating both new-wave artists and
respected veterans. Among the standout
winners were Stan Sonofian, who walked
away with the award for Best Music

Video, and DJ Malcom, honoured as Best
DJ. Shady Jay dominated the stage by
secunng both Best Collaboration and Best
Male Artist, while Golden Boy RSA was
recognised in the Best Hip Hop category.
The Lyricist of the Year title went to Anti
Social-G3ne, and Yellow Keith earned the
accolade for Best Hip Hop Producer. Skylar
Star was named Best Female Artist, with
Samusa taking home the award for Best
Mixtape

The ceremony also included two prestigious
honorary awards, presented to industry
stalwarts Rashid Kay and Speeka RSA,
acknowledging their long-standing
contributions to the South Afrnican hip hop
landscape. With its continued dedication to
eleyating artistry and connecting emerging
talent to the broader industry, the Timeline
Radio Hip Hop Awards remain a vital force
in shaping the next generation of hip hop
excellence.
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Moments of dignity as MMB Miungisi Masabo, presents title deeds to happy gogos at Reamohetswe Primary

On 11 November, the City of
Johannesburg took a significant step in
restoring dignity and security to local
families with the handover of 293 title
deeds to residents of Drieziek 4 and 5.
The handover was led by the MMC for

Human Settlements, Clir Miungisi Masabao,

alongside other City of Joburg officials, as
residents - many of whom had waited for
years - finally received legal proof of
ownership of their homes,

Emotions ran high as beneficiaries shared

their gratitude after waiting for years,
describing the title deeds as more than just
documents.

Far them, they represent security, stability,

and dignity, as well as the freedom to invest

in and protect their properties for future

generations.

The milestone forms part of the City's
ongoing commitment to put residents first,
ensuring access to secure tenure and
strengthening communities through formal
home ownership.

Ntokozo Shamase, popularly known as Bbe Ntokzin, and
his partner Nhlakanipho “Innocent” Gewabaza, known

as Bbe _Inno, are two talented young DJs making bold
moves in the Sgidongo music scene.

Their joumey began in school, where both participated in
rmusic and talent activities. What started as simple fun quickly
revealed a deeper passion and when the two eventually met,

Sgidongo duo aims to take the genre to higher hights

attention in their community and beyond. Today, Bbe_ Ntokzin
and Bbe_Inno are resident DJs at Emnyama Ndawo,
Estendeni and Thoka's Palace, where their sets have become
crowd favourites,
flavour, and strong teamwork continue o set them apart.
Although they are not working on an EP or album yet, the pair
is focused on expanding their brand, performing more gigs

Their youthful energy, unique Sagidongo

their shared love for sound and creativity sparked a powerful
partnership.

and building a loyal following. Their dream is to take Sgidongo
to bigger stages and inspire ather artists to chase their dreams

From playing around with virtual DJs at local taverns to
commanding real decks, the duo worked tirelessly to palish
their skills, Their dedication paid off as they began drawing

fearlessly.

For updates, call 063 497 4894 or follow them on
Facebook: Bbe Ntokzin Shamase, Ebe Inno Makhanya.
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Defeﬁdm champions - COVID FC - thrown into “group of death”

The reigning champs are ready to defend their trophy-can they keep it, or will a new champion take the cmwn‘?
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The stage is set for a dramatic
showdown at the Pooe Games 2025,
after the official tournament draw placed
defending champions COVID 19 FC into
the much-feared Group D with All Blacks
FC, Simunye Orange and Government
FC.

The group is now widely being referred

o as the "group of death”, alongside the
equally dangerous Group E

The prestigious Top 40 tournament will take
place from 13 December to 30 December
at the Pooe Ground in Evaton, bringing
together some of the fiercest kasi football
teams from across the region

Football fans are already predicting
explosive clashes as both groups feature
established giants, nsing talents, and
hungry challengers all chasing glory.

Prize money breakdown:

* 1st Place: R200,000

* 2nd Place: R50,000

* 3rd Place: R10,000

+ 4th Place: R10,000

With pride, prestige, and serious prize
maney on the line, all eyes will be on Group
D and E, where every match could feel like
a final. The big question now remains-can
COVID 18 FC survive the toughest group
and defend their titie?

United Future Stars wins
KHD Soccer Tournament

Champions show off the trophy they claimed after defeating 7 Stars, 2-1

This U13 team emerged victorious at

the tournament, held from Saturday, 6
December, to Sunday, 7 December, at
Nhlapo Grounds in Lakeside.

United Future Stars FC defeated 7-5tats
2-1 to claim the tournament trophy and gold
medals

“United Future Stars is proud of the
dedication and hard work shown by the

team, as well as the excellent support from
assistant coach Meo Mhlapo,” said United
Future Stars's chairman, Tshepiso Nkunzi
Meala. United Future Stars’ U15 team is
currently competing in the Top 32 of the
Orange Farm Waorld Cup Tournament. They
have advanced to the last 16 after a penalty
shootout victory over Vision the Realm,
finishing 2-2 (4-3 on penalties)
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